66          CREATION OF THE SAFAWf POWER       [PT i

he ! Nay, fortune still abides with him, so that even now
he rests in the hands of so auspicious a being as thyself,
who continually drinks the Wine of Delight ! "

Shayffdnf Khan was sixty-one years of age at the time of
his death and had reigned eleven years. He was, as already
stated, a fanatical Sunnf and had grievously persecuted the
Shf'a in his dominions : now it was the Sunnfs who suffered
in their turn at the hands of Shdh Isma'fl. The Uzbek
power, in spite of this disaster, was far from being broken,
and, though a formal peace was concluded between them
and the Persians a few months afterwards, they had an
ample revenge at the battle of Ghujduwdn, where Bdbur and
his Persian allies suffered a disastrous defeat and many of
their leaders, including Najm-i-Thdnf> were slain in No-
vember, 1512, During the whole of the sixteenth century
they were a constant menace to Persia, and accounts of
their raids into Khurdsdn occur with monotonous iteration
in the pages of the Persian historians of this period.

We must now turn to the far more important relations of
Persia with the Ottoman Turks at this period, on which
more light is thrown by the State Papers so in-
of s dustriously compiled and edited by Firfdiin Bey

in 982/ l S 74 under the title of Munsfatdt-i-Sald-
tin (" Correspondence of the Kings "J1 than by

1 Printed at Constantinople in 1274/1858. Until lately I only
possessed vol. i, which comprises 626 pp. and comes down to about
966/1558-9, For some account of this most important work, see
von Hammer's Gesch. d. Osmanisch. Reich^ iv, p. 15 ; Fliigel's Vienna
Catalogue^ i, pp. 282-3; Z+D>M.G^ vii, p. 460; Notices et extraits^ v,
pp. 668-688 ; Rieu's Turkish Cat., pp. 80-83 ; and Hajji Khalffa (ed.
Fliigel), v, p. 488.